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  Speaking Sub-skills 
 

Sub-skills Application 
Fluency 
Students practice speaking with a logical 
flow without planning or rehearsing. 

Activities which require students to focus on meaning in 
communication without immediate concern for accuracy (errors 
can be corrected afterwards). 

Accuracy with Words & Pronunciation 
Students practice using words, 
structures and pronunciation accurately.  

Students need to be able to use and pronounce words and 
structures correctly in order to be understood. Controlled practice 
activities are the most common way of working on spoken 
accuracy. 

Using Functions 
Students use specific phrases for pur-
poses like giving advice, apologizing, etc.  

Activities which stress that verbal communication is for a reason or 
function. Role plays and simulations are ideal. 

Appropriacy 
Students practice using language 
appropriate for a situation and making 
decisions about formality and choice of 
grammar or vocabulary. 

Activities which stress that the purpose of talking determines what 
language is appropriate. Students are required to make choices 
about grammar and vocabulary and also other aspects of 
communication like intonation and length of turn. For example, 
“What’s the damage?” is inappropriate in a four-star restaurant. 

Turn-taking Skills  
Students practice ways of interjecting, 
eliciting an interjection or preventing one.  

Turn-taking skills involve knowing how and when to interject, 
eliciting an interjection or preventing one. Students can practice 
listening for appropriate gaps in order to take their turn without 
irritating the speaker. While speaking they can practice techniques 
such as pausing which purposely allows others  to take a turn or 
they can practice using hesitation devices such as 'ums' and 'errs' 
to hold on to a turn while they search for the next thing to say. 

Relevant Length  
Students practice speaking at a length 
appropriate to a situation 
. 

Activities which demonstrate that the purpose of speaking or the 
context determines the appropriate length of a turn. For example, a 
one-word answer is acceptable for a market research survey but 
would not be sufficient in a job interview. Activities which require 
students to elaborate or be concise are useful. 

Responding and Initiating 
Students practice managing a 
conversation by making responses, 
asking for a response or introducing a 
new topic or idea. 

Activities which get students to practice managing a conversation 
in an appropriate way with specific words and phrases such as, 
“What do you think about…”, “Speaking of…”, “Really?”, etc. 
Gestures and other paralinguistic tools are also used in 
conversation management. 

Repair and Repetition 
Students practice repeating or 
rephrasing parts of a conversation when 
they suspect that what was said was not 
understood.  

The spontaneous nature of conversation requires that participants 
constantly have to make sure that what’s being said is understood. 
When misunderstanding is suspected, a participant will ‘repair’ 
parts of the conversation. The most common form of repair is 
repetition and individual words or groups of words can be repeated 
by either the speaker or listener. Students can practice repairing 
when they suspect they haven’t been understood or as listeners 
they can repeat to seek clarification or correction from the speaker. 

Range of Words and Grammar 
Students practice using particular 
grammar and/or vocabulary for speaking 
on a specific topic or for doing a specific 
task. 

Students need to know a range of words and grammar and have 
the ability to choose from that bank the most appropriate words 
and structures for a specific task or topic. They are taught or made 
aware of words or structures appropriate for specific tasks or 
contexts and then are required to use them appropriately. 

Discourse Markers 
Students practice using words/phrases 
which organize a talk (e.g. firstly, 
secondly, on the other hand, to 
summarize)  

When speakers are required to take a particularly long turn, for 
example when giving a presentation, they use specific words and 
phrases to help the listener recognize how their talk has been 
organized. Activities can be used which teach discourse makers 
and then require students to use them appropriately. 

 

  

 
 


